








Monthly news for Network Partners

The Network in Portugal

Small business is big business in Portugal, which has twice the EU average of SMEs per head of population and
where more than 80% of all employees work in small companies.

OVER THE LAST decade, Portuguese
businesses have moved away from
traditional manufacturing of textiles,
footwear and clothing
to high-tech sectors.
Portuguese partners
follow this trend and
take part in several of
the Network’s Sector
Groups, such as biotech;
intelligent energy;
automotive, transportand
logistics; environment;
healthcare; and tourism.

The Portuguese
Network has one
consortium, Portugal-
inova.net, made up of
nine partners with 130
full-time staff. Eight
partners were involved in the former EIC
and IRC networks, with one newcomer
rounding out the skillset.

Most SMEs contacting the Portuguese
Network enquire about EU and
Portuguese law and the transposition
of EU Directives
into national law -
especially regarding
taxes, «creating a
companyand marketing
products in other

The consortium
has launched
a tailor-made

Network support in accessing European
markets and internationalisation.
Consortiumleader, Lisbon-based Agency

Portugalinova.net: a bridge to Europe for Portuguese SMEs

for SMEs and Innovation (IAPMEI) and
the Innovation Agency (ADI) in Porto
held sessions on participation in FP7,
while the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry of Ponta Delgada organised a
seminaron tourism onthe Azoresislands,
among many events

organised by other
partners. Upcoming
events include

‘Biodental Engineering;
a brokerage event held

countries. Renewable knOWIGdge by ADI and bringing
energy, a flourishing management together companies
sector in Portugal, and and researchers in the
EU funding are also system field of bioengineering

high on the list, says
Aurea Cardoso of Braga-based Network
partner AlMinho, the Minho Region
Business Association.

To meet this demand, AlMinho
recently organised training sessions on

and dental care.

The demand for Enterprise Europe
Network services in 2008 has been so
high that Portugalinova.net has had to
double the number of events it originally
planned to organise in 2009.

The Portuguese Networkis very active
in promoting business opportunities
and matching Portuguese companies
with those from other
Member States. They regularly
publish three newsletters on
business opportunities, EU
legislation and public tenders.
As communication within
the consortium is a priority,
Portugalinova.net has just
launched a tailor-made, web-
based knowledge management
system, enhancing day-to-
day communication among
partners. It also facilitates
the management of the
consortium website and
includes customer relationship
management features such as
different access levels for different types
of users.(®
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